AP UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
Mr. Gleaves                                                                                Rm. C230
Phone Number: 801-610-8820

Email: pgleaves@alpinedistrict.org
Website: www.historywithgleaves.weebly.com
COURSE OVERVIEW/DESCRIPTION

This course explores the operation of the United States government and how it shapes public policy. The main purpose of this course is to prepare students to take the AP exam for US Government and Politics in May. This is a college level course that requires reading and writing on a daily basis. Students will be asked to critically think and analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the political system in America.

COURSE READINGS

Patterson, Thomas, The American Democracy. 11th ed. McGraw-Hill, New York.: 2013
Herzog, Bonnie and Ethel Wood, AP U.S. Government and Politics Examination. 6th ed. D&S Marketing Systems, 2009
Woll, Peter, ed. American Government: Readings and Cases. 16th ed. New York:


Pearson Longman, 2006

Ladd, Everett and Serow, Ann, ed. The Lanahan Readings in American Polity. 3rd ed.


Baltimore, Maryland: Lanahan Publishers, 2003

Orwell, George, 1984. Signet, 1949.
Rand, Ayn, Anthem. Signet, 1995.

These readings will be supplemented with documents, charts, maps and graphs throughout the school year that students will analyze and evaluate.
GRADING AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Grades are based on total points earned. Each assignment is worth a certain amount of points and is graded according to the quality of work. At the end of each grading period each students grade is determined by dividing the total points possible by the total points earned.

     100-94- A 

76.99-74- C


  93.99-90- A-

73.99-70- C-


  89.99-87- B+

69.99-67- D+


  86.99-84- B

66.99-64- D


  83.99-80- B-

63.99-60- D-


  79.99-77- C+

59.99 and below F

ASSIGNMENTS: The following is a list of assignments, more may be added according to the flow of the class

There will be a variety of assignments in this class. Reading and Writing are extremely important skills for a historian to have. We will do some form of reading and writing on a daily basis. Class discussions are a big part of this class, so please be active and engage in the classroom as often as possible.  Please ask questions, questions are an important critical thinking skill and I want everyone to feel comfortable asking the things that they would like to know. We will read and analyze documents, create and defend claims, as well as complete various types of assessments. You will also be required to complete the following:


Participation:



Class discussion and debates are an essential part of this class. Specific assignments will be given to track your level of participation. Being absent will make it difficult for you to complete this requirement.

Current Events:



At the beginning of each week you will receive a current events paper that will be completed the first 5 minutes of class each day. In order to complete this assignment you must be on time to class. If you are tardy or absent you will not be able to make up that day’s event.


Current Event Quizzes:



Every Friday there will be a Current Events quiz. The questions will come from the Current Event papers done each day. It will be the first 10 minutes of class. They will be worth 10 points and your lowest quiz score will be dropped for the term. If you are tardy and the quiz has been completed or if you are absent you will not be allowed to make up the quiz. 


Public Service Announcement (P.S.A):



This assignment will be completed in groups of 3 and will be turned in at the end of First Term. You will receive a detailed description and rubric the second week of the term.


1984 by George Orwell



We will read this book as a class during First Term.

Anthem by Ayn Rand



We will read this book as a class during Second Term.


Community Involvement/Service:



You will complete 4 assignments each term from a list of community and service opportunities. This is a great opportunity for you to become involved and be active members of society.


Term Assessments: Must pass with 100%


Term One: Constitution



Term Two: Presidents



Term Three: Supreme Court Cases

Survey:


Students will develop a survey about a political topic, analyze the data and make a policy recommendation.

COURSE CALENDAR

UNIT ONE: FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY
Readings for Unit One:


Patterson, Chapters 1, 2, and 3

Woll, Chapter 1 “Second Treatise on Civil Government”


Woll, Chapter 2 “The Anti-Federalist Papers No. 17”


Ladd and Serow, Chapter 15 “The Federalist 51”

Foundational Documents:



The Declaration of Independence


The Articles of Confederation



Federalist No. 10



Brutus No. 1



Federalist No. 51



The Constitution of the United States



Federalist No. 70



Federalist No 78



Letter from a Birmingham Jail

Essential Questions:
1. How did the founders of the U.S. Constitution attempt to protect individual liberty, while also promoting public order and safety?

2. How have theory, debate and compromise influenced the U.S. Constitutional System

3. How does the development and interpretation of the Constitution influence policies that impact citizens and residents of the U.S.?

Topics Covered:


-Forms of Government


-Concepts of Democracy


-Political Beginnings


-Declaration of Independence


-Creation and Ratification of Constitution


-Amendment Process

-Federalism

Length of Unit: 10 Days

UNIT TWO: AMERICAN POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES AND BELIEFS
Readings for Unit Two:


Patterson, Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10

Woll, Chapter 30 “Federalist 10”


Woll, Chapter 37 “Politics by other Means”


Woll, Chapter 38 “Democratic Practice and Democratic Theory


Ladd and Serow, Chapter 71 “Why Americans Still Don’t Vote”


Ladd and Serow, Chapter 80 “The Party’s Over”

Essential Questions:
1. How are American political beliefs formed and how do they evolve over time?
2. How do political ideology and core values influence government policy making?

Topics Covered:


-Formation of Public Opinion

-Measuring Public Opinion


-Right to vote


-Voter qualifications


-Voter behavior: Psychological and Sociological


-Civic participation


-Political Socialization


-Nominating Process


-Elections


-Campaign Finance


-Analyze election of 2000: Political Map

Length of Unit: 10 Days

UNIT THREE: POLITICAL PARTICIPATION
Readings for Unit Three:


Patterson, Chapters 8, 9 and 10

Woll, Chapter 44 “Madison’s Dilemma”


Woll, Chapter 48 “Interest Groups and the American Political System”


Ladd and Serow, Chapter 87 “Spin Cycle”

Essential Questions:
1. How have changes in technology influenced political communication and behavior?

2. Why do levels of participation and influence in politics vary?

3. How effective are the various methods of political participation in shaping public policies?

Topics Covered:


-Political Parties and what they do


-The two party system


-The minor parties


-Analysis of 5 parties in the Unites States: Platforms and beliefs


-Party Organization

-Iron Triangles


-Mass Media


-How Interest Groups affect Public Policy


-Nature of Interest Groups



-Types of Interest Groups


-How interest groups work


-Analyze and evaluate 10 current interest groups

Length of Unit: 6 Days

UNIT FOUR: LEGISLATIVE BRANCH AND PUBLIC POLICY

Readings for Unit Four:


Patterson, Chapters 11, 15, 16 and 18

Woll, Chapter 64 “Federalist 53, 56, 58, 62, 63”

Woll, Chapter 65 “Congressional Government”


Ladd and Serow, Chapter 27 “Hispanics in Congress”


Ladd and Serow, Chapter 28 “Pork: A time honored tradition lives on”

Essential Questions:
1. How do the branches of the national government compete and cooperate in order to govern?

2. To what extent have changes in power of each branch affected how responsive and accountable the national government is in the 21st century?

Topics Covered:


-House of Representatives


-Senate


-Legislative Powers


-Expressed Powers


-Implied Powers


-Non-legislative Powers


-Organization of Congress


-Committees


-How a Bill becomes a law


-How is Public policy made?
Length of Unit: 10 Days
UNIT FIVE: EXECUTIVE BRANCH AND PUBLIC POLICY

Readings for Unit Five:


Patterson, Chapters 12, 13, 15, 16, 17 and 18

Woll, Chapter 50 “Federalist 70”

Woll Chapter 52 “Presidential Power”


Woll Chapter 53 “Presidential Paradoxes”

Essential Questions:

1. How do the branches of the national government compete and cooperate in order to govern?

2. To what extent have changes in power of each branch affected how responsive and accountable the national government is in the 21st century?
Topics Covered:


-President’s job description


-Presidential succession


-Electoral College


-Nomination


-Presidential Power-analyze how it has grown over time


-Executive Powers


-Legislative and Judicial Powers


-How do these powers influence public policy?
Length of Unit: 8 Days

UNIT SIX: BUREAUCRACY AND PUBLIC OPINION

Readings for Unit Six:


Patterson, Chapters 12, 13, 15, 16, 17 and 18

Woll, Chapter 63 “The Rise of the Bureaucratic State”


Ladd and Serow, Chapter 40 “Locked in the Cabinet”

Essential Questions:

1. How do the branches of the national government compete and cooperate in order to govern?

2. To what extent have changes in power of each branch affected how responsive and accountable the national government is in the 21st century?
Topics Covered:


-Executive office of President


-Bureaucracy


-Executive Departments


-Independent Agencies


-The Civil Service


-Iron Triangles


-Taxes


-Non-tax revenue


-Spending and the budget

Length of Unit: 6 Days

UNIT SEVEN: JUDICIAL BRANCH AND PUBLIC POLICY

Readings for Unit Seven:


Patterson, Chapter 14

Woll, Chapter 73 “Federalist 73”


Woll, Chapter 74 “Marbury v Madison”


Woll, Chapter 77 “How the Supreme Court Arrives at Decisions”


Ladd and Serow, Chapter 45 “Storm Center”

Essential Questions:

1. How do the branches of the national government compete and cooperate in order to govern?

2. To what extent have changes in power of each branch affected how responsive and accountable the national government is in the 21st century?

Topics Covered:


-Court System


-Inferior Courts


-Judicial Review


-Relationship of Supreme Court and Public Policy


-Special Courts


-How the Supreme Court works

Length of Unit: 5 Days

UNIT EIGHT: CIVIL LIBERTIES AND CIVIL RIGHTS

Readings for Unit Eight: 


Patterson, Chapters 4 and 5

Woll, Chapter 78 “Constitutional Liberty and the Right to Abortion”

Ladd and Serow, Chapter 49 “Miranda v Arizona”


Ladd and Serow, Chapter 55 “Gay and Lesbian Issues in the Congressional 

Arena”


Supreme Court Cases:



Marbury v. Madison (1803)



McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)



United States v. Lopez (1995)



Engel v. Vitale (1962)



Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972)



Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District (19690



New York Times Co. v. United States (1971)



Schenck v. United States (19190



Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)



Roe v. Wade (1973)



McDonald v. Chicago (2010)



Brown v. Board of Education (1954)



Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission (2010)



Baker v. Carr (1961)



Shaw v. Reno (1993)

Essential Questions:
1. To what extend do the U.S. Constitution and its amendments protect against undue government infringement on essential liberties and from invidious discrimination?

2. How have U.S.  Supreme Court rulings defined civil liberties and civil rights?

Topics Covered:


-Bill of Rights


-Freedom of Religion


-Freedom of Speech


-Rights of the Accused


-Diversity


-Discrimination


-Civil Rights Acts


-Debates: Gun Control, Abortion, Flag Burning, Stem Cell and Drug Testing

Length of Unit: 6 Days

REVIEW FOR AP US GOVERNMENT POLITICS TEST MOST OF FOURTH TERM LEADING TO THE TEST: ANYONE NOT TAKING THE TEST WILL TAKE COMPHREHENSIVE FINAL IN CLASS
Parents/Students:

It is my goal to help each of my students in any way possible for them to be successful. There are times when people get behind, need more time or just get frustrated. Please feel free to call, email or come in before or after school to get extra help or just to talk about how things are going. Please use the website as well to see what is going in class and to access many of the assignments and activities that we do in class.


Parents if there is any information that I need to know to help your child be successful please use the space provided to leave me a message. Feel free to contact me at any time.

Student Name: ____________________________________
Parent or Guardian Signature: ________________________

